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Rasay's new-built mansion.          [Sept,
The old castle, in which the family of Rasay fonru resided, is situated upon a rock very near the sea. The r is not one mass of stone, but a concretion of pebbles i earth, so firm that it does not appear to have mouldci In this remnant of antiquity I found nothing worthy of ing noticed, except a certain accommodation rarely to found at the modern houses of Scotland, and which Johnson and I sought for in vain at the Laird of Rasi new built mansion, where nothing else was wanting. I t the liberty to tell the Laird it was a shame there should such a deficiency in civilized times. He acknowledged justice of the remark. But perhaps some generations i pass before the want is supplied. Dr. Johnson obscrvoc me, how quietly people will endure an evil, which t might at any time very easily remedy; and mentioned an instance, that the present family of Rasay had posse.' the island for more than four hundred years, and never m a commodious landing place, though a few men with p axes might have cut an ascent of stairs out of any pav the rock in a week's time.1
The north end of Rasay i.s as rocky as the south ( From it 1 saw the little isle of Fladda, belonging to Ra all fine green ground;—and Rona, which is of so rocl> soil that it appears to be a pavement. I was told ho\v< that it has u great deal of grass in the interstices, ' Laird has it all in his own hands. At this end of the is! of Rasay is a cave in a striking situation. It is in a rci of a great cleft, a good way up from the sea. Before it ocean roars, being dashed against monstrous broken ro< grand and awful propngnacula. On the right hand o[ a longitudinal cave, very low at the entrance, but highc you 'advance. The sea having scooped it out, it sci
1 ' I considered this rugged ascent as the consequence of a fon life inured to hardships, :inc! therefore not studious of nice acccini (Unions. But I know not whether for many ayes it was not consicl as a part of military policy to keep the country not easily access The rocks arc natural fortifications.' Johnson's Works, ix. p. 54.
straxpedition was he is careful not to state.
